
Warning: Graphic Content!
Test developer discretion advised

Text Readability
Is the readability of items at an appropriate level for 
the credential?
• Compared readability of Architect Registration 

Examination item text to that of print architectural 
resources

• Word length
• Word complexity
• Sentence length

• Results supported item text as appropriate
• Constraints: 

• Purpose of readability formulas 
• Format & amount of required text

Graphic Readability
Is the “readability” level of item graphics (tables, drawings, 
photos) appropriate for the target candidates of the 
credential? 

• Created a definition of graphic readability
• Familiarity of content and terminology
• Information presentation and concepts
• Comprehension requirements (subject matter knowledge 

and external information)

• Developed a rubric for SME review and evaluation
• Results:

• Identified areas for improvement of graphics 
• Guide future selection and development

Extending readability analyses to item exhibits
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